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RIO FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE BLACKWELL 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EWWT, UR, US 

SUBJECT: DELIVERY OF NOTE ON SOVIET VIOLATION OF MARITIME AGREEMENT 
REF: A) STATE 226572, B) MOSCOW 13089, C) STATE 190964 

1 . ECONOMIC COUNSELOR ACCOMPANIED BY ECON OFFICER DELIVERED 
NOTE AS GIVEN REF A TO DEPUTY CHIEF FEDOSEYEV OF USA DIVISION, 

MFA, AND COUNSELOR TRIFONOV ON SEPTEMBER 14. 

AT OUTSET, ECONOMIC 

COUNSELOR EMPHASIZED POINTS IN PARA 1, REF A AND REMINDED THAT 
A DIFFICULT POLITICAL ISSUE COULD DEVELOP UNLESS THE CURRENT 
PROBLEMS WERE SOON RESOLVED. 

2. TRIFONOV RESPONDED INITIALLY BY REAFFIRMING POSITION TAKEN IN 
SOVIET NOTE OF AUGUST 18, REF B, THAT US HAD BEEN OFFERED A 
ONE-THIRD SHARE AND THAT FOR TECHNICAL REASONS BEYOND SOVIET 
CONTROL US SHIPS HAD NOT ACTUALLY CARRIED THAT AMOUNT. HE SAID 
THE US NOTE WOULD BE REFERRED TO THE MINISTRY OFDXZDFHA 

L GGMARINE FOR SPECIFIC ANALYSIS. IN RESPONSE TO ECON COUNSELOR'S 
QUESTION. HOWEVER, TRIFONOV DID CONCEDE THAT ACCORDING TO AGREEMENT, 
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THE US MUST CARRY ITS ONE-THIRD SHARE, NOT MERELY BE OFFERED IT. 
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WHY IT WAS NOT SO DOING, HOWEVER, WAS ANOTHER ISSUE. 

3. FEDOSEYEV THEN COMMENTED THAT THE USSR ATTACHES 

"SERIOUS IMPORTANCE" TO THE MARITIME AGREEMENT. WHILE HE COULD 
NOT AGREE WITH THE DESCIPTION IN THE US NOTE OF SOVIET ACTIONS, 

HE HOPED SOMETHING WOULD BE WORKED OUT AS IT WAS IMPORTANT 
FOR BOTH SIDES TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE. 

4. COMMENT: THE SOVIETS HAVE AGAIN BEEN MADE AWARE OF THE 
GRAVITY WITH WHICH WE VIEW THE CONTINUING VIOLATIONS OF THE 
MARITIME AGREEMENT AND HAVE BEEN WARNED THAT IMMEDIATE CORREC- 
TIVE ACTION IS NECESSARY. WE WERE SOMEWHAT ENCOURAGED BY 
FEDOSEYEV'S REMARKS WHICH COULD IMPLY THAT MFA WILL NOW 
WEIGH IN STRONGER WITH MERCHANT MARINE MINISTRY OFFICIALS. 
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